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Matthew xviii. 14. 


„ IT Is NOT THE WILL OF YOUR FATHER WHICE 18 
IN HEAVEN, THAT ONE OF THESE LITTLE ONES 
SHOULD PERISH.” 


1 To inculcate the pureſt precepts of morality 
and piety; to exhibit the moſt amiable and per- 
fect example of beneficence and love; and to ex- 
cite us by great and glorious promiſes, to acts of 
charity and mercy towards our brethren in diſtreſs; 
was the profeſſed deſign of our Lord's appearance 
upon earth. 


{| He came to teach all men, of whatever nation, 
religion, or ſect, to love one another, as he had 
loved them“; that God was no reſpecter of per- 
ſons T, he being alike the Father of all, and deſi- 
| rous that the rich, and the poor, ſhould ſerve and 
aſſiſt each other, by a continual interchange of 
| kind and charitable offices. 


John BY: 3 ＋ AQts x. 34. 
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„ 
By the affefting example of a little child, whom 
he placed in the midſt of his diſciples, did the 
bleſſed Jeſus enforce the great and indiſpenſable 
duty of humility. And thence he takes occaſion, 
to repreſent the neceſſity of virtuous and religious 
inſtruction, © Take heed that ye deſpiſe not one 
of theſe little ones.” Beware, leſt through any 
inattention on your part, or through the influence 
of bad example, you injure that good and hol 
cauſe which I am fent to promote, and thereby 
any, even the leaſt among the children of men, be 
_ precluded from enjoying the ineſtimable privileges 
of the goſpel. By a ſimilitude the moſt beautiful 
and ſtriking, he concludes his exhortations on this 
head; ſhowing, that as a good and faithful ſhep- 
herd is anxious for the preſervation of his flock, 
and rejoices at the recovery of the ſmalleſt and 
moſt contemptible part thereof, which he had 
been in danger of lofing ; even ſo, God defireth 
; not the death of a ſinner, but that al] ſhould repent 
| and live“. 


I Having thus affectionately diſplayed the bene- 
volence of the Deity, well might the great ſhepherd 
and biſhop of ſouls, proceed to the gracious decla- 

ration (for well did it accord with the office of him, 
who came to ſeek, and to ſave that which was loſt), 
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that it was not the will of kits Father which 7 7s in 
Heaven, that one of thoſe little ones n periſh. 


This 8 of lacred hiſtory odcuived to me, 
as being well adapted to the occaſion of our 
preſent meeting; it contains a pleaſing aſſurance, 
that the inſtitution which we now commemorate, 
has no leſs than the word or God for its ſanction 
and 9 


Would we then imitate the love of God and 
the Saviour? We muſt endeavour all in our 
power, not only to reclaim the wicked, but allo to 
guard and protect the innocent. The wiſe and 
benevolent purpol: s of Heaven cannot more effec- 
tually be promoted by us, than by uniting our 
utmoſt efforts, to ſecure, by a courſe of piety and 
induſtry, theſe helpleſs littie ones, from the num- 
berleſs temptations, which flow from idle and 
diſſipated habits. Say—what would be our con- 
dition, were idleneſs and diſſipation to pervade the 
lower orders of mankind? A licentiouſneſs of con- 
duct would univerſally prevail; and in ignorance 
and ferocity, ſoon would they reſemble the moſt 
barbarous and uncivilized of the ſpecies. But can 
we now ſay, or could we ſome time ago have truly 
ſaid, that the children of our poor were not haſtily 
verging towards ſo deplorable a ſtate? Numbers 
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and in knowledge, as the moſt uncultivated ſavage: 


derived from an honeſt and ditigent appicaton to 


buſineſs. 


to be iaſiſted on. That youth is the propereſt ſea- 
ſon for inſtruction, was a truth well underſtood 
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of them might we once have ſeen (many of chem, 
alas! we may yet ſee) nearly as rude in manner, 
Loſt to themſelves, and loſt to every valuable 
purpoſe of ſociety, they were indeed in danger of 
periſhing, ſor want of that knowledge which will 
make them wiſe unto ſalvation; for want of their 
being inured to thoſe virtuous and induſtrious 
habits, which alone can make them uſeful to them- 
ſelves, and the community to which they belong. 


Think, therefore, what a field is now open to 
us, for the exerciſe of true chriſtian benevolence ; 
think, how many a little one, we may prove the 
happy means of preſerving. from ruin, by leading 
them thus early, to experience the comforts to be 


The neceſſity and the importance of attending to 
the education of the riſing generation, ſcarcely need 


in the days of Solomon. Train up a child in 
the way he ſhould go, and when he is old, he 
will not depart from it“ .“ The tendency diſco- 
verable in children, to imitate the manners, and 


® Prov. Axli. 6. 


to 
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g 1 | to imbibe the ſentiments of thoſe, to whoſe care 
they are committed, is obvious to every one. This 
aptneſs to imitate increaſes with their years, and 
the influence of example, is viſible in almoſt every 
of their actions. 


How lamentable, they, mult their ſituation be, 
who have had the misfortune to be brought up 
under idle and diſſolute parents! To reſcye ſuch, 
if poſſible, from the calamities to which they are 
thereby expoſed, will indeed be found to att a part 
the moſt charitable and humane: And how is 
XZ this to be done otherwiſe, than by ſtimulating them 
to the purſuit of ſome uſeful and honourable em- 
ployment ? K Pen has ſufficiently proved, 
that habits of diligence and ſobriety, produce an 
uniformity and uprightneſs of conduct, highly 
conducive to the peace and welfare of ſociety. 


We were formed for action. By the ſweat of 
his brow, was man doomed to eat bread®. © Six 
3 days ſhalt thou labour, and do all that thou haſt 
to dot.” What therefore was wiſely ordained of 
God, cannot fail of being profitable to man; and 
accordingly labour is found to be eſſential to our 
well-being; as it not only procures the means of 
ſubſiſtence, for thoſe of whom it is the chief ſup- 


* Gen. iii. 19. - + Exod. XX. 9. Deut. v. 13. 
| port; 


port; but as it likewiſe univerſally tends to the 
| preſervation and eſtabliſhment of health. 


the ſight of our Creator, that we endeayour by the 


neceſſary injunctions reſpecting this important 
branch of duty. It is there required, © that we be 
not ſlothful in buſineſs“;“ that,“ if any will not 


be conſidered as one that hath denied the faith, 


food from Heaven &; or (as in the caſe of Elijah) 


to preclude the exerciſe of that liberality and 
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It is moteover'a virtue of no ſmall ination in 


labour of our hands, to provide for ourſelves and 
houſhold ; in conſequence of which, the New Tel- 
tament, equally with the Old, abounds with the 


work, neither ſhall he 4k And it is farther 
maintained, © that if any provide not for his own, 
and ſpecially for thoſe of his own houſe, he is to 


and is worſe than an infidel .“ 


We are not fooliſhly to imagine, that God will 
ſupply our wants in a miraculous manner; that 


he will (as he did to the Iſraelites of old) ſend us 


that he will command the ravens to feed us]! No; 
this be far from him! for it would be not only to 
give a ſanction to idlenels, the bane of ſociety, the 
parent of fin and miſery ; but it would alſo tend 


Rom. xii. 11. + 2 Theſſ. iii. 10. X 1 Tim. v. 8. 


$ Exod. xvi. 12, 14 || Kings, xvii. 4. 


mercy 


| E 
mercy towards our neceſſitous brethren, which 


he hath expreſsly commanded; and by which we 
are to be diſtinguiſhed as the candidates for future 


glory. 


How much, therefore, is the preſent and future 
happineſs of theſe little ones conſulted, whom 
Providence has placed in that ſtation of life, where 
labour 1s neceſſary to them for the ſupply of their 
daily food; when they are thus betimes encouraged, 


not to eat the bread of idlenels. 


The moral effects of ſuch a diſcipline, are great 


and permanent. Induſtry checks the very firſt 
= begiunings of vice and licentiouſneſs; reſtrains evil 


propenſities; removes from us many preſent 
temptations; guards and ſecures us againſt the 
future. Induſtry prepares the mind for the recep- 
tion of good and wholeſome counſel, which 
otherwiſe it might have rejected and deſpiſed; 
and affords an opportunity of making thoſe laſting 
impreſſions in favour of virtue and religion, which 
will not, which cannot eaſily be <0 


By induſtry, may youth be _ to conduct 
themſelves peaceably and orderly towards their 
ſuperiors; to be faithful and obedient to their maſ- 
ters; and to 0 their reſpective ſtations and occu- 
pations 
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pations in life, with credit to themſelves, and with 
infinite advantage to the public. 


Having chus briefly enumerated ſome few of 
the benefits, which are likely to be derived from 
holding out encouragements to virtuous inditftry ; 
it were almoſt needlefs for me to point out, the ſad 
and diſmal effects of flothful and depraved habits. 


Although indolence and floth, may confpire to 
weaken and enervate the body; yet it is well 
known, that the mind will not long continue in a 
ſtate of torpitude and inactivity. He who does 
nothing, will (we are told) ſoon learn to do ill. 
The means of providing an honourable main - 
tenance being once neglected, the calls of hun- 
ger will not remain long unanſwered. To ſatisfy 
theſe, the idle and the diffolute ſcraple not to 
invade the property of their neighbour; to trample 
under foot the ſacred rights of men; and eſcaping, 
perhaps, with impunity, for ſmaller offences, they 

are tempted to proceed from leſs to greater; until 
at length the hand of Juſtice overtake them, and a 
life of fraud and rapine, is terminated by a ſhame- 
ful and ignominious death: And many an un- 
happy criminal has been heard to lament, in moſt 
pathetic terms, the little care which had been taken 
of him in his pk that had he been then ha- 
| bituated 


(91 | 
bituated to ſome uſeful employment ; had the 
principles of religion been early inſtilled into his 

mind; he had not thus diſgraced himſelf and 
others, nor had his life been forfeited to the vio- 
lated laws of his country. 


Were I to dwell upon the melancholy train of 
= evils, which idleneſs draws upon the tenderer ſex ; 
all the miſeries and horrors of proſtitution would 
| remain to be deſcribed But I forbear Enough 

has been ſaid to ſhew, how wretched is the end of 

thoſe, whom idleneſs has corrupted in their younger 
days; they not only frequently periſh in this world, 
but are in imminent danger of periſhing in that 
which is to come. Well, therefore, has this odi- 

ous, this deſtructive vice, been compared to a 

ſtagnant water“, which is known to emit noxious 

and peſtilential vapours, filling the very air we 
breathe with deadly poiſon; it ſaps the foundation 
of every juſt and virtuous principle; inſtigates to 
the commiſſion of the worſt of crimes; threaten- 
ing to ſubvert, that ſyſtem of peace and good order, 
which gives ſecurity to our poſſeſſions, and ſta- 
bility to our enjoyments. And youth cannot too 
frequently, nor too earneſtly be exhorted, to flee 

from idleneſs, as they would flee for their lives; : 
for verily: it bringeth a ſnare unto the foul. 


- . | * Seneca, 
Should 
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Should 9 be any here, who have hitherto 
« walked diſorderly, working not at all,” 1 ſhall, 
in the words of 'the Apoſtle, intreat all ſuch, 
that henceforth with quietneſs they work, and eat 
their own bread *; and let him that hath ſtole, 
ſteal no more; but rather let him labour, working 
with his hands the thing that 1 is good, that he may 
have to give, to him that needeth f.“ 


If moreover it be conſidered, that the peace and 
proſperity of a kingdom, no leſs than the happineſs 
of individuals, do immediately depend upon the 
decent and orderly conduct, of the lower claſſes of 
mankind; we have every reaſon to conclude, that 
great public benefit is likely to acerue from inſti- 
tutions, which encourage and reward, the induſ- 
trious exertions of the poor. They have a direct 
tendency to {tem that torrent of vice and corrup- 
tion, which not long ago, threatened to deluge and 
overwhelm the nation; which excited a very ſerious 
alarm, not only in the metropolis, but likewiſe 
in various parts of the country; and occaſioned 
the moſt tender ſolicitude, in the breaſt of our 
Sovereign (who may deſervedly be ſtyled the Father 
of his people), whoſe Royal proclamation, was in 
conſequence ſent forth; for the encouragement of 


2 Hheſs. ti, 12. + Epheſ. iv. 28. 
. virtue 


Ws 
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virtue and piety, and che ſuppreſion of all vicious 


and ir immoral e ns 

The- Society of Induſtry, whilſt it carefully 
guards againſt the temptations incident to idleneſs 
and want; at the ſame time humanely provides, for 
the promoting of religious knowledge among the 


ve £ 


poor. Induſtry and piety muſt go hand in hand; 


both are eſſential to our preſent, and our future 


hap neſs; the one leading to ſobriety and honeſty, 
to the acquiring a decent and comfortable ſupply 
of the things « of this world; the other pointing « out 
the way to that better world; where we ſhall for 
eyer reſt from our labours, and be Happy in the 
preſence and enjoyment of God. Should theſe 


therefore be ſeparated; were we careful t to promote | 


and encourage uſeful labour, and at the ſame time 


 neglett to recommend and enforce the knowledge 


and practice of religion; the ſo much wil d- fer 


*: His Majeſty's - proclamation was iſſued on the · ſinſt . of June, 

1787; and it will certainly excite pleaſure in the mind of the reader, when 
he is informed, that our excellent Queen has, by, her amiable. example, 
given encouragement to inſtitutions of this:nature ; -haviggeſtabliſhed to 


ſeminaries near the Royal reſidenee at Windſor, for. the purpoſe of 4rain- 


ing up youth in hahits of piety and induſtry. The. Philanthrogical 
Society, inſtituted in London. about. two years ago, forahe.preventiop. of 


crimes, by. the withdrawing, of children from: the inteteourſe of wicked 
perſons, i is alfo deſerying of thewarmeſt praiſe, and appeats well calenlated ITN 


to anſwer the kind, purpoſes it-has in view. May scene AS, and 


Al ſuch like humane and benevolent undertakings! 
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reformation, in the manners and morals of the 
people (which is the principal end propoſed by 


the patrons of this inſtitution) would be far from 
cp accompliſhed“. 


Wen in large manufacturing towns, where the 


children of the poor are conſtantly engaged in 


ſome uſeful employment ſix days in the week; a 
licentiouſneſs of conduct was found to prevail 
among. them on the ſeventh day (to the no ſmall 
annoyance of their relpective neighbourhoods), for 
want of proper and neceſſary inſtruction. To 
remedy this evil, Sunday ſchools have been eſta- 
bliſhed; and the great, and unparalleled ſucceſs, 
which has hitherto attended theſe excellent inſti- 
tutions, forcibly demonſtrates the truth of my 
obſervation ; that induſtry prepares the way for 
religion; and lays a ſolid foundation for the moſt 


glorious. ſuperſtructure. Had not thoſe children 


been employed during the week; unaccuſtomed to 


ſubordination and reſtraint, their moral improve- 


* Among the regulations and conditions of the ſociety, to be obſerved 
by the candidates for its premiums, is the following: It will be a 
qualification | indiſpenſably required of all the candidates, to be able to 


3 ry queſtion i in the Church Catechiſm without heſitation. And 


any grofs deficiency ſhall be immediately reported to the committee, 


which*ftall thereupon order the medal, and ſuch other part of the defi= 


cient Landidate's premium as ſhall be thought proper; to be Re net 
anti) ſach candidate ſhall be perfect in ſaying the Catechiſm,” 5 
1 e ment 


„ 
ment might have met with almoſt inſuperable diffi- 
culties; the attempt had perhaps been made 1n 
vain *. | 0 


Thanks be to God, therefore, that the various 
arts and occupations of life, offer the moſt effectual 
means of preventing the evis which ariſe from 
looſe and diſorderly habits! For ever praiſed be 
his holy Name, that the precepts of religion, fall 
within the comprehenſion and diſcernment, of 
the meaneſt underſtanding ; are wiſely calculated to 
ſoften and humanize the heart; to ſubdue that 
lerocity of temper, which is the inſeparable attend- 
ant of ignorance and ſloth; and to promote peace 


and unanimity among all ranks and orders of men! 


Eſtabliſhments like theſe, which conſult the glory 
of God, by promoting the happineſs of mankind; 
come powerfully recommended to us, by the united 
eſteem and approbation of the wiſe and good, of 


every denomination. One of the greateſt orna- 


ments of his profeſſion has well oblerved, © that 


Fo the Society formed in London, for promoting and encouraging 


the eſtabliſhment of Sunday Schools, in various parts of the kingdom; 


the Author is under particular obligations. The kind attention, which it 


paid, to an application made by him, a few years ago; having enabled 


him to eſtabliſh a ſchool, in the pariſh of Wainfleet All Saiats, which 


has already rendered conſiderable ſervice, to the poor children of that 
place, and neighbourhood, 
| the 


„ 


the original inſtitution of the poor Fas, 18 to relieve 
the impotent poor, and them only ; and t find 
employment for ſuch as are able to work; a plan 
more humane and beneficial than even feeding and 
cloathing of millions; by affording the means (with 
proper induſtry) to feed and clothe themſelves.” 

Such were the ſentiments of the learned Black- 
ſtone; and they have ſince been warmly adopted, 

by one of the firſt characters, which this, or any 
other age has produced; and who, in a late pub- 
lication, has, in the ſtrongeſt terms, recommended 
it © to all pariſhes, to procure the means of labour, 
both for men and women*,” —Obſervation had led 
him to diſcern, that idleneſs was the forerunner of 
every woe; that it crowded our priſons; ſwelled 
the catalogue of thoſe, who died by the hand of 
the executioner; and never failed to pierce the 
hearts, of all, whom it had ſeduced, and per- 
verted ; with many and grievous ſorrows. 


When 1 n you, that the writer, whom I 
have now quoted, has lately finiſhed this, his 
earthly courſe; after a life of the moſt active bene- 
volence; I am perſuaded, that the greateſt regard 
will be paid, to his authority. “ Being dead, 
he yet ſpeaketh+ ; 5 for the name of — 


*- See Howard on Lazarettos. 


+ Heb. xi. 4. 


tus 
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his Ways, and; las ſayings*, will be reſpebted and 


revered; when all the monumental honours, which 
a grateful and a generous nation, may raiſe to per- 
petuate his virtues, ſhall have crumbled into duſt, 
Yes! often will the tear of Benevolence, bedew 
and refreſh his memory ; when this his generation 
ſhall be clean forgotten! Whilſt, the /orrowful 
fighing of the priſoner, ſhall be ſuſpended, in grate- 
ful contemplation of that goodneſs, which has ſo 
largely contributed to leſſen the horrors of his 
dungeon; and to ſhed the gleam of comfort, over 


his dark and miſerable abode ! 


Fully prepared for every diſpenſation of his 
God; with the firmneſs and compoſure of a 
chriſtian, he hearkened to the voice which called 

him hence; and gladly did he obey it; for it ad- 
dreſſed him in the language of Hope. Enough 
haſt thou done. Faithful haſt thou proved thy- 
ſelf— The bright proſpe& of reward, which hath 
ſo frequently animated and ſuſtained thee, in the 
hour of difficulty and danger; is now about to 
open upon thee. The hour is come, in which thy 
works of mercy and love muſt ceaſe; and thou ſhalt 
455 upon that glorious reſt, which from the begin- 
ning, has been prepared for thee, among the chil. 
dren of God.” ”—Thus ſpake the voice, which bade 


8 Chon: Xill, 22. 


him 
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him to defiſt from his labours. He believed, —he 
{miled, —and he died— 11! | 


Thrice ety ſpirit ! Should thou now be 
nt 9 to look down from the abode of the 
bleſſed; and to behold what paſſes in this mortal 
ſtate. If aught can heighten thy preſent joy, or 
add to the bliſs of Heaven. Scenes like this! 
where, actuated by the principle of benevolence, 
the moſt reſpectable talents are employed, in form- 
ing helpleſs, and unbefriended youth, to the 
practice of virtue; checking thereby the progreſs 

of vice, and rendering impriſonment and puniſh- 
ment leſs frequent, becauſe leſs neceſſary. Scenes 

like this! will ſurely be beheld with ſingular com- 
placency in Heaven; will occaſion joy, in the 
preſence of the Angels of God, increaſe and ſwell 
their notes of rapturous praiſe, to him the God of 
love, who deſires the happineſs of all men; and 
hath graciouſly declared it not to be his will, tial 


one of . attle ones ſhould per ſh! 


Whilſt we have thus been led, to praiſe men 
famous in their generations; men who were re- 
nowned for their underſtanding, wiſe and eloquent 
in their inſtructions, and whoſe memorial ſhall 
never periſh*, Let us not think it ſufficient, 


dee, Eceluſ. xlir, 1 
mere ly 
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: Wedel to applaud their ſentiments, but letus cloſely 
| imitate their ations. And having produced from. 
their writings, the moſt honourable and deciſive 
teſtimony, in behalf of this our inſtitution; we 
ſhall, I truſt, all cordially unite, in promating ſo | 
good and ſalutary a work, 


Shameful indeed, would it be i in us, were we, 
_ who are ſo amply furniſhed with the means of em- 
| ploying thouſands of our poor, by the natural 
growth and produce of our country, lightly, to 
eſteem the great and n adm we ehe! 
jp we can yet ſee many poor. 1 covering; 
if through the ignorance and the. folly that is in 
them, we can behold them in danger of'periſhing; 
- without any with, or deſire on our part, ef better- 
ing their condition, of reclaiming them from the 
error of their ways; and ſupplying them, with the 
means of ſubſiſtence, by the fleece , our wool *. 
Where is our piety, where our gratitude. to God. 
for theſe our boaſted enjoyments ? Is this the re- 
| turn we make to that greateſt, and beſt of Beings, 
= «& who giveth. us all things, richly to enjoy t; who. 
ſcattereth plenty. with a bounteous hand; * ſending 


| | us rain and fruitful ſeaſons; tiling our hearts. with, 
. food and gladneſs; cauſing our ſheep, to = 
* Job, XXXI, 5 20, + 1 Tim. vi. „ I 


- *B forth 


( 
forth han favds. and ten een in our ſtreets * "in 
Alas! little do we as yet know of God; little of 
the amiable example exhibited by the bleſſed 
Author of our faith ; ſhould we vainly imagine, 
that the unthankful, or the uncharitable profeſſor 
of Chriſt's religion, will be owned and approved 
of him, at the hour of impartial retribution! 


But thanks be to God. the caſe, T hope, is * 
otherwiſe! The aſſembling of ourſelves together, 
at this preſent time; clearly ſhows that we are not 
indifferent in matters which pertain to God and 
religion; that we are ready at all times, and- on 
all occaſions, to aſſiſt thoſe, who have it not in 
their power to aſſiſt themlelves; for by thus pro- 
moting and encouragin the laudable exertions of 
theſe little ones; we ſhall lead them to the know- 
ledge and the practice of that which is commend- 
able and good; whilſt io the aged, we ſhall give to 
enjoy the heartfelt ſatisfaQion, reſulting from the 
exemplary deportment, of a qutifal and induſtrious | 


progeny. 


And it will certainly Sieady, ohe to the 
harmony and feſtivity of the day, when you are 
told, that your liberality, on former occaſions, has 
not been miſapplied; has already 5 | 


Acts xiv. 17 Fſal. exlir, 13. 
„ vt 


E 


pleaſing and wonderful change, in the manners, 
and morals of thoſe youth, who are the immediate 
objects of this inſtitution. Since its firſt eſtabliſh- 

ment, upwards of nine hundred premiums, have 

been diſtributed, amongſt ſuch children, as were en- 
titled. by their merit, to a participation of this your 
bounty. The number of candidates, annually in- 
creaſes. The quantity of work done, is aſtoniſh- 
ingly great; all which circumſtances, clearly prove, 
what might not in time be effected, for our coun- 
try's good; provided we perſevere in the cauſe we 
have taken in hand“; if we do not fant * grow 
weary of well doing f. 


It is neceſſary alſo to N that the Society has 
received the moſt favourable accounts, reſpecting 
thoſe children, who, being gone out to ſervice, 
have yet farther claims upon it; very authentic 
and reſpectable teſtimony, having been given, of 
their diligence and fidelity}. Who then will pre- 


* This preſent year, there appeared, for the knitting, and the ſpinning 
premiums, no leſs than 215 candidates; amongſt theſe was a child of 
three years of age. Only one hundred premiums being diſtributed, many 
were of courſe diſappointed, I he aggregate work of the four belt ſpin- 
ners, in their reſpective diſtricts, amounted in the courſe of 52 days to 
301 dozen, or 3612 hanks! The firſt had ſpun 80 doz. 9 hanks; the 
ſecond, 77 doz. 5 hanks; the third, 75 doz. 6 hanks; and the fourth, 
67 doz. 4 hanks! | 

1 Gal. vi. 9. 2 Theſſ. iii. 13. 
4 Many certificates of the good behaviour of the children, after ſeweral 
years ſervice, have been delivered in to the Sooiety. | 


E. 2 ſume 


1 
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ſume to ſay, that the benefits derived to individuals, 


from this eſtabliſhment, are not many, * of che 
utmoſt 8 Es 


And that it has rendered, and may you bender 


Uſſeritie] ſervice to the public at large, by the dimi- 


nution of parochial expenſes, is clear to a demon- 


ſtration. In one ſingle pariſh, the ſavings, arifing 
from having adopted the plan laid down by the 


Society; have been repreſented, to amount, in one 


year, to no leſs a ſum than one hundred pounds . 


And 1 myſelf, am able to aver, from what has 


fallen under my own oblervation, in a pariſh, with 


which I am intimately connected; that by purſuing 


the hike method, a very conſiderable reduction of 
- the poor * was mae ö { 


* A ee of great reſpectabiliiy, ed. = 3 that 


this had happened i in the wo of xi near Boſton, of which he Was 
a reſident. a 1 


+ In the year 1786, the poor rate, in Wainfleet All Saints, was found 


to amount to 2291. ; the following year, the expenditure was only 1731. 
' which was upwards of fifty pounds leſs than that of the preceding year; 


and this reduction was partly effected, by employing the children of thoſe, 


| who. were chargeable to the pariſh, in the ſpinning of jerſey ; many of 
-rheſe children have fince "been provided with places; and the poor rate, 
laſt year, amounted only to 12 31. This procedure cauſed feveral of the 
' pdox, to decline the weekly relief, which they had been accuſtomed'to re- 


ceive from the overfeer, and prevented the application of many others; 
as they choſe to work for themſelves at home, rather than be ſ ubject to 
the confinement, and reſtrictions of a ſchool, Many other pariſhes, it is 


' Where- 


Wherever, therefore, our plan has failed of an- 

ſwering the end propoſed; I heſitate not, thus 

ſolemnly to declare, that its failure is to be attri- 

buted. either to the wanton (I had almoſt _ 
unpardonable) caprice, of ſelfiſh individuals; 

to inattention and . in the enn of *. 


| Nor let it onee be 3 chat chis Society 
has been conſtituted, in oppoſition to the beſt and 
deareſt intereſts of the poor. God forbid! Bs 
principal aim, being to inereaſe their domeſtic 


comforts, to add to their little ſtore, by conferring 


rewards on induſtrious and deſerving youth, in 
ſuch manner and degree, as cannot fail of being 


highly beneficial to them. A truth this, which has 


been gratefully acknowledged by many a paar 
family. Numbers of children having already glad- 


dened the hearts of their parents, by the fruits f 


their labour *; fo what the voice of joy end 8 5 


well nn have alſo e great 90 from the ſucceſsful profes | 
a of the Society's plan. | 


Many iülkanes of this nature might be ed one in particular, 
which fell within the immediate obſervation of the writer, it may be 
neceſſary to mention. A poor man, who had a large family, and who 
was conſiderably advanced in years; aſſured him, that he, his wife, and 


family, during a late ſevere winter, had been almoſt entirely ſupported 


by the induſtrious exertions of his children; two of whom have had the 


| Lociety's premiums, and one of them has, at this PI: a claim 


upon it, of an additional 1 of five pounds. 
may 


„„ 
may now be heard in their humble dwellings; and 
content with ſuch things as they have, they are led 
to rejoice in hope of the glory of God, knowing 
that he will never leave them, nor forſake them *. 
For it is the diſtinguiſhing excellence of this charity, 
that the relief which it adminiſters to thoſe who are 
the objects of it, is not of momentary duration; it 
provides for their heritual, no leſs than their tem- 
poral welfare; exerting its benign influence, thro' 
time unto eternity: A circumſtance, which will, 
no doubt, oncrate ſtrongly in its favour, with the 
wile, the conſiderate; and the humane! 


If theſe be facts, which cannot be controverted; 
greater evidence of its extenſive utility cannot well 
be obtained; yet leſt any further proof ſhould be 
demanded by the ſceptical inquirer; one more re- 
mains to be produced. Behold it there f.— I pauſe, 

E that the impreſſion may take laſting hold; that 
conviction inay ſtrike you with irreſiſtible force. 


Theſe children, whoſe decent and orderly ap- 
pearance, you now witneſs; and whoſe little talents, 
your bounty has called forth into exerciſe; afford a 
fight highly gratifying, to the feeling and benevo- 


* Heb. xili. 5. 


+ Here the preacher pointed to the children, who were arranged i in ſo 
pleaſing and regular a manner, upon ſeats erected for them, in the chancel 
of the church, as could not fail to attract the notice cf the congregation. 


lent 
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lent mind. Here no argument can miſlead you, 
you have the evidence of ſenſe; with the produce 

of their labour, you are well acquainted; of their 
proficiency in religious knowledge, you have had 
the moſt unequivocal ſpecimen*®. Nor look with 
diſdain on thoſe little devices, thoſe innocent deco- 
rations, by which we are wont to diſtinguiſh the 
proceedings of this day: The intention is good; 
they are calculated to attract the notice of i ignorant 
and unlettered minds; and they may operate, nay 
I will venture to ſay, they have operated, as incite- 
ments to induſtry, where perſuaſion, and argument 
have failed f. 


The certain 1 of being thus noticed in 
our proceſſion, of being thus honoured by the 
attendance of their ſuperiors; has, I make no 
doubt, excited the ſpirit of emulation, in many a 
juvenile breaſt. See there, how joy ſparkles in 
every eye; the ſmile of health and content, plays 
upon each countenance ! Theſe little ones, there- 
fore, will moſt effectually plead their own cauſe ws 
their's is the cauſe of innocence and youth; a cauſe 
- favoured of Heaven; and in ſupport of ſuch a 


They had been publicly catechized, by the Chairman of the Society, 
immediately after the reading of the ſecond leſſon, | 


+ This was ſpoken, in alluſion to the Society's flag, and various other 
inſignia, which are uſually carried in the e to and from the 
church. | 

cauſe; 
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cauſe ; E have the fulleſt confidence, my brethren, 


that neither they nor I, ſhall: appeal to your betig« 


volence in vain. And ſhould we prove inſtru- 


mental, in reſcuing but one ſoul. from infamy, and 
perdition; what cauſe ſhall we have of exultation 
and triumph; for know, that to ſave a ſoul from 
death, is affirmed to-be that charity, which hideth, 


(9 rather preventeth) a multitude of ſins“! 


| Huſh'd then be the tongue of ſlander; the ma- 
lignant voice of oppoſition, will now no longer be 
heard; every former objection to the expediency 
and utility of this our inſtitution, being done away. 
Experience founded on facts, the beſt and ſureſt teſt, 
in matters of this nature ; having fully refuted the 
cavils and prejudices of its adverſaries. In ſhort, 
the Society of Induſtry, whether it be conſidered, 
in a religious, moral, or political point of view; 
muſt command the approbation, and enſure the 
ſupport of all, by whom the character of a patriot 
citizen, a good man, and the ſincere chriſtian, i 18 
held'1 in the leaſt veneration and, eſteem, 


Permit me to-intreat-your indulge, yet a few 
moments longer; whilſt I exhort you, my brethren, 


in the name, and by. the example of the Lord Jeſus 


Chriſt, now ta ſow that good ſeed, which may 


* I James v. 20. 


ſpring 


ſpring up, unto + life eternal. But you, _ have 
alread) moſt humanely conſidered. the cauſe of the 
poor and needy, by comfortably providing for 


may have reaſon to bleſs the hand, which now 


( as ) 


them, in the hour of ſickneſs, and adverſity; you, I 
am certain, will generouſly contribute, towards their 
encouragement and ſupport, in this, their day of 
health and proſperity *. The children yet unborn, 


liberally ſcatters; may, when you ſhall have long 
lain, in the filence of the grave, ſend up a peti- 
tion to the throne of grace, in behalf of thoſe, 
who have ſowed bountifully; that when the great 
harveſt ſhall come, they may reap alſo bountifully, 
and abundantly enjoy the fruits of their labour! 


Remember the words of the Lord Jeſus, how 
he ſaid, it is more bleſſed to give than to receive f. 
Make now the experiment, and you vill find it to 
be ſo. Gratitude ſhall ſwell the breaſts. of theſe 
little ones; whilſt your hearts ſhall be filled with 


joy. © Give unto the poor, and you ſhall have 


treaſure in Heaven. We have upon record, a 
moſt ſtriking inſtance, of our Lord's amiable conde- 
— in that, be not "ny ſuffered the little chil- 


i * * diſpenſary has lately "0 eſtabliſhed at- Horncaſtle; 3 a moſt humane 
and excellent inſtitution ; and from which, the poor of that place and 
neighbourhood, uo-likely to derive conſiderable advantages. 


+ Ads, LY. % > ; Matth. xix. 21. . 
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dren to come unto him, but he called, he invited 
them to come; and in the moſt public and ſolemm 
manner, he laid his hands upon them, and bleſſed 

them; recommending them to the care and pro- 
tection of his F OY; who is in Hen den“. | 


7 P 


hd be; the Son of God, an dies 
der concern, for the happineſs of thoſe children, 


who were preſented unto him? Imitate the exam- 


ple of your Saviour. He was ever the friend of 
thoſe who had no helper; and hath taught us, to 
conſider theſe, as his repreſentatives and receivers 
upon earth. His whole life was employed in acts 
of mercy and beneficence; he went about doing 
good.” And any, even the leaſt attention ſhown 
by us to theſe little ones, vill not paſs unnoticed: 

* Whoever (ſays he) ſhall give unto one of them, 
a cup of cold water only, in my name, he ſhall in 


no wiſe loſe his reward Ff. Be ye therefore ready 


to diſtribute, willing to communicate}, and . 


will be your nas warn on . 


Riches were not given u us, to by 3 fans 
dered, in the purſuit of ſenſual enjoyments; they 
were beſtowed upon us, for wile and gracious pur- 
poſes; that by a juſt diſtribution of them amongſt 

* Matth. xix. 13, 14, 15. Luke, xviii.. 16. 
+ Math. x, 43. Mark, ix. 41. f Tim. vi. 18. 


Our 
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our veeeſbtous been we might hereby become 
uſeful, and ſerviceable in our generation, and ap- 


prove ourſelves to God, as good and faithful 
ſtewards. Were the ſenſualiſt, therefore, to con- 
ſider, that what he laviſhly ſcatters, in the empty 
fruition of a day, might feed the hungry, and 
clathe the naked; and were he alſo to reflect on the 
fate of the unprofitable ſervant; quickly would he 
renounce the blandiſhments of folly, to enjoy the 
mou Ay of well- "OE; | | 


Has God, 2 brethren, ſecured you in your 
worldly poſſeſſions; are you not only free from 
want, but are the means of a comfortable ſubſiſt- 


ence, within your power, and eaſy to be obtained; 


or has your honeſt induſtry, hitherto been crowned 
with ſucceſs? Do good, according to your ability 
and opportunity . Caſt now your bread upon 


the waters, with abundant increaſe, it ſhall return 


to you after many days f.“ By your bounty to 


others, diſplay the juſt ſenſe you have, .of God's 
bounty to you. The bleſſing of Heaven; the bleſ- 


ſigng of thele little ones; of thoſe who were ready 


to periſh, ſhall come upon you : God ſhall proſper 
you, in all your righteous dealings ; your garners 


hall be filled with all manner of fore}, your flocks 


8 Matth. XXV. 15. Acts, xi. 29. Gal. vi. 10. 
| + Ecclel, Xie 1. 


* Plat. cxlive 13, 14. Deut. viii, 1 13. 
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{ 28 ) 
and your herds ſhall increaſe and 8 * the 


voice of murmuring and complaining, ſhall never 
more be heard in your dwellings! = 


Finally, if you wiſh to experience the happingls 


of dying ; ; the retroſpect of a life ſpent in acts of . 
piety to God, and charity to man, will at this awful 
crifis, furniſh you with that peace of mind, which 


paſſeth all underſtanding*”, and of which, no 


Power upon earth, can deprive you. And if you 


hope to obtain mercy in the time of need; in that 


great eventful day, when all nations and kindreds 
of the earth, ſhall ſtand before the judgment ſeat 
of ChriſtF; it is by works of mercy and love, that 
you muſt ſeek to obtain it: The great impartial 
judge, having himſelf, in the days of his fleſh, pro- 
nounced, © blefſed are the merciful, for they ſhall 


obtain mercy,” and © they ſhall have judgment 
without mercy, who ſhewed no mercy. “ 


At the bar of Heaven, the poor will be your 
ableſt advocates; and think! how great will be 


your tranſports, when it ſhall be enquired, what 
good you have done; what diſtreſſed you have re- 
lieved ; to hear theſe immediately anſwer; Lord, 
when we were hungry, they fed us; when thirſty, . 


= PR Ive 7 + Rev. 1. 7. and vii. 9. | 
X Matth. V. To $ James, ii. 13. 
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they gave us drink; when naked, they clothed us “ 
The very Angels ſhall join with them, in their in- 


terceſſions for you; thouſands then, ſhall tell of 


: your goodneſs; ten thouſand times ten thouſand, 


| ſhall proclaim your praiſe This your work and 
labour of love, ſhall not be forggtten; it will be 
remembered to your everlaſting honour; you ſhall 
receive the bleſſing from the Lord, and righteouſ- 


neſs from the God of your ſalvation f. 


« Well 


done, good and faithful ſervants, in as much, as 
ye have done it to the leaſt of theſe my brethren, 


12 Lord !! 5 


Matth. xxv. 35, 36. 
t n xxv. 21, 23, 40. 


THE END, 


* 


ye have done it unto me; enter ye into the Joy of 


+ Pfal, xXIVs 8 
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